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Mission   Statement   
  

St.   Mary’s   High   School   is   a   Roman   Catholic   education   community.   We   strive   to   develop   
spiritual   growth,   academic   success,   character,   and   integrity   in   all   students.   Guided   by   

the   Gospel   of   Jesus   Christ   and   supported   by   families,   we   provide   a   quality   Catholic   
Education   where   students   are   challenged   to   reach   their   highest   potential   and   are   

inspired   to   embrace   a   life   of   service   for   God   and   neighbor.   
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Graduation   Requirements   
  

Classes   of   2024   &   2025   
  

Theology 4   credits*   
English 4   credits   
History 3   credits   (must   include:   Civics,   US   I,   and   US   II)   
Science 3   credits   (must   include:   Biology,   Chemistry)   
Math 4   credits   (must   include:   Alg   I,   Geometry,   Alg   II)   
World   Language   2   credits   (Spanish,   Latin,   French)   
Fine   Arts 1   credit   
Electives 7   credits   
Total: 28   credits   
  

The   Class   of   2023   must   have   27   credits   to   graduate.   There   is   no   Fine   Arts   requirement.   
The   Class   of   2022   must   have   26   credits   to   graduate.   There   is   no   Fine   Arts   requirement.   
*Theology   must   be   taken   every   year   a   student   is   enrolled   at   Saint   Mary’s   or   in   another   Catholic   school.   If   a   
student   transfers   from   a   public   or   private   school,   there   is   no   prior   theology   requirement   for   graduation.   

  
Grading   System   

  

  
Marking   system   is   based   on   0-100   numerical   scale:   
60-100   =   Passing,   credits   awarded.   59   and   below   =   Failing,   no   credit.   

Letter   Grade   Number   Grade   College   Prep   Honors   AP   

A   93-100   4.00   4.25   4.50   

A-   90-92   3.67   3.92   4.17   

B+   87-89   3.33   3.58   3.83   

B   83-86   3.00   3.25   3.50   

B-   80-82   2.67   2.92   3.17   

C+   77-79   2.33   2.58   2.83   

C   73-76   2.00   2.25   2.50   

C-   70-72   1.67   1.92   2.17   

D+   67-69   1.33   1.58   1.83   

D   63-66   1.00   1.25   1.50   

D-   60-62   0.67   0.92   1.17   

F   59   0   0   0   



Course   Selection   and   Changes   
  

The   Dean   of   Academics   will   work   with   students   in   requesting   and   scheduling   courses.   Choosing   a   course   of   study   
should   reflect   a   student’s   interest   and   college/career   paths,   in   addition   to   meeting   graduation   requirements.   The  
master   schedule   is   built   using   student’s   course   requests.   Students   choose   courses,   not   teachers   or   sections.   
Therefore,   changes   to   course   requests   at   the   beginning   of   the   year   may   not   be   granted.   Any   changes   must   be   made   
within   the   first   week   of   the   semester   and   approved   by   the   Dean   of   Academics   and   the   Principal.   
  

Please   note   that   not   all   elective   courses   are   offered   every   year.   Some   are   offered   every   other   year   or   based   on   
student   interest.   
  

Class   Level   Expectations   
  

College   Prep:    Students   enrolled   in   courses   at   this   level   will   build   on   a   strong   foundation   of   content   and   skills.   
Courses   are   rigorous   and   require   consistent   effort   for   students   to   achieve   at   the   highest   level.   Class   time   will   be  
spent   on   mastery   of   core   content   and   skills   with   some   exposure   to   advanced   content   and   skills.   Students   are   
expected   to   synthesize   and   analyze   content   with   active   teacher-directed   support.   Outside   coursework   is   designed   
to   reinforce   the   content   and   skills   learned   in   class.   Students   will   develop   the   organization   needed   to   balance   both   
short-term   and   long-term   assignments   throughout   these   courses.     
  

Honors:    Students   who   are   recommended   for   courses   at   this   level   have   strong   academic   skills.   These   courses   are   
fast-paced,   rigorous,   and   require   consistent   effort   for   students   to   achieve   at   the   highest   level.   In   addition   to   
developing   core   content,   class   time   will   be   spent   working   on   advanced   content   and   skills.   Students   are   expected   to   
synthesize   and   analyze   content   with   teacher-directed   support.   Outside   coursework   is   designed   to   advance   the   
curriculum   and   provide   skill   development.   Students   should   possess   the   strong   organizational   skills   needed   to   
balance   both   short-term   and   long-term   assignments   throughout   the   course.   An   honors   level   course   is   designed   to   
dive   deeper   into   the   subject   matter   and   will   require   the   students   develop   better   critical   thinking   skills   in   order   to   
gain   a   better   understanding   of   the   material.     
  

Advanced   Placement:    Advanced   Placement   classes   at   St.   Mary’s   High   School   are   accelerated,   college   level   
courses   that   are   offered   to   approved   students.   These   classes   are   typically   open   to   students   in   grades   11   and   12,   but   
exceptions   can   be   made   for   sophomores   on   a   case-by-case   basis.   Students   that   take   these   classes   should   be   ready   
to   take   on   the   demands   of   a   challenging   course,   have   met   the   criteria   for   admittance,   understand   the   expectations   
and   the   cost   involved,   commit   to   taking   the   AP   Exam,   and   have   approval   from   the   teacher,   parent,   and   
administration.  
  

AP   students   must:   
● Have   a   good   attendance   record.   The   amount   of   material   covered   each   day   will   require   daily   participation.   
● Have   successfully   completed   all   prerequisites.   
● Complete   the   AP   summer   reading   and   all   assignments   by   the   beginning   of   the   school   year.   Failure   to   

complete   the   assignments   in   their   entirety   by   the   first   day   of   school   will   result   in   the   student   being   
removed   from   the   Advanced   Placement   class.   

● Submit   the   commitment   form   signed   by   the   student,   his/her   parents,   the   AP   teacher,   and   administrators.   
● Commit   to   taking   the   Advanced   Placement   Exam   in   May   of   2022   for   a   fee   of   $94.00   per   exam.   This   fee   

must   be   paid   through   the   FACTS   billing   system   by   November   2021.   



Virtual   High   School   
  

St.   Mary’s   High   School   is   very   pleased   to   offer   our   students   the   opportunity   to   take   courses   through   the   Virtual   
High   School   (VHS).   VHS   offers   a   wide   array   of   courses   at   all   levels.   With   over   300   options,   it   is   a   great   
opportunity   to   pursue   interests   and   take   electives   you   may   not   normally   have   the   opportunity   to   take   or   to   take   a   
required   course   that   can’t   fit   into   your   schedule.   VHS   courses   are   designed   to   be   supplemental   to   courses   offered   
at   St.   Mary’s   High   School.   Students   can   only   choose   VHS   courses   if   they   are   aligned   with   the   student’s   interests   
and   future   goals,   and   cannot   be   courses   that   are   already   offered   at   St.   Mary’s   High   School.   
  

We   are   committed   to   offering   the   opportunity   for   students   to   take   1   VHS   class,   either   a   full   year,   or   a   half   year   
course,   which   will   be   covered   in   your   St.   Mary’s   tuition   cost.   If   a   student   chooses   to   take   more   than   one   VHS   
class   in   a   school   year,   the   family   will   be   financially   responsible   for   the   cost   of   the   class.   Also,   if   a   student   
registers   for   a   VHS   class   and   either   withdraws   or   fails   the   class,   the   family   will   be   financially   responsible   for   that   
class.   
  

Online   classes   require   a   great   deal   of   student   independence   and   willingness   to   learn   without   a   physical   teacher   
present.   The   VHS   curriculum   utilizes   web-based   videos,   in-depth   readings,   interactive   games,   group   projects   with   
online   classmates,   and   other   methods.   Students   are   required   to   communicate   with   classmates   and   teachers   through   
online   discussion   boards   and   blogs.   Most   classwork   is   written   and   submitted   online.   
  

To   be   successful,   the   student   should   have   a   strong   interest   in   the   course   they   are   taking;   be   extremely   self   
disciplined   and   self-motivated;   and   be   able   to   take   full   responsibility   for   their   own   time   management.   If   you   fall   
behind,   you   may   find   yourself   with   a   whole   weekend   of   work.   VHS   has   a   very   strict   late   work   policy:   10%   off   for   
the   first   week;   20%   for   the   second   week   and   then   nothing   accepted   after   two   weeks.   Falling   behind   is   not   
acceptable.   
  

Dual   Enrollment   
  

St.   Mary’s   High   School   is   partnering   with   Our   Lady   of   the   Elms   College   to   offer   juniors   and   seniors   the   
opportunity   to   earn   up   to   12   college   credits.   Designed   for   highly-motivated   students,   this   program   gives   you   the   
opportunity   to   complete   four   prerequisite   classes   early   —   while   you’re   still   in   high   school   —   so   you   can   begin   
your   college   experience   ahead   of   the   pack.   Dual   Enrollment   students   can:   
  
● Take   one   3-credit   course   in   the   fall   and   spring   of   their   junior   and   senior   years   of   high   school   (a   maximum   

of   four   classes).   
● Transfer   their   credits   to   Elms   (as   long   as   you   pass   a   class   with   a   C-   or   better).   
● Transfer   their   credits   to   another   academic   institution   that   will   accept   that   credit   as   part   of   their   policy   (as   

long   as   you   pass   a   class   with   a   C-   or   better).   

  

  

  
   



Theology   
4   credits   required   

  
  

Theology   I       1   Credit   
In   the   first   semester,   students   will   undertake   an   
examination   of   the   process   of   revelation.   They   will   
learn   about   the   formation   of   the   Bible   and   survey   the   
entire   Old   Testament   from   the   Pentateuch   to   the   
historical   books,   through   the   prophets   and   wisdom   
literature.   Emphasis   will   be   placed   on   the   major   
people   and   events   in   salvation   history   that   led   to   the   
definitive   revelation   in   Jesus.   In   the   second   semester,   
students   will   be   introduced   to   the   mystery   of   Jesus   
Christ,   the   Second   Person   of   the   Trinity.   After   an   
examination   of   the   Trinity   itself,   they   will   learn   the  
theological   understanding   of   who   Jesus   is   along   with   
an   in-depth   examination   of   his   life   and   ministry   as   
told   in   the   four   Gospels.   
  

Theology   II       1   Credit   
In   the   first   semester,   students   will   examine   salvation   
history   as   it   relates   to   the   Paschal   Mystery.   An   
emphasis   will   be   placed   on   the   covenants   of   the   Old   
Testament.   Students   will   learn   the   events   of   Jesus’   
last   days   and   their   meaning   for   our   lives.   The   first   
half   of   the   year   ends   with   a   study   of   eschatology,   
which   is   the   Catholic   understanding   of   the   end   times   
and   the   afterlife.   The   second   semester   will   be   a   
thorough   examination   of   ecclesiology,   the   study   of   
the   Church.   Using   Dulles’   Models   of   the   Church   and   
the   four   traditional   “marks”,   this   course   will   help   
students   appreciate   the   Church   in   all   its   beauty,   from   
its   hierarchy   to   the   mission   of   the   laity   to   examples   
of   art   and   architecture   which   have   expressed   the   
faith   of   our   ancestors.   The   course   ends   with   a   study   
of   the   role   of   Mary   in   the   economy   of   Salvation.   
  

   

Theology   III       1   Credit   
This   course   provides   an   overview   of   Catholic   
sacraments   and   moral   theology.   Based   on   the   second   
and   third   sections   of   the   Catechism   of   the   Catholic   
Church,   this   course   will   explore   each   of   the   seven   
sacraments   and   the   basis   of   the   sacramental   
economy.   Morality   will   cover   such   foundational   
topics   as   virtue,   human   dignity,   sin,   free   will,   law,   
freedom,   responsibility,   grace,   holiness,   and   
conscience.   It   then   moves   to   an   exploration   of   our   
moral   commitment   to   imitate   Jesus   through   an   
examination   of   the   Ten   Commandments   and   the   
Church’s   social   teaching.   This   course   will   also   serve   
as   preparation   for   those   planning   to   receive   the   
sacrament   of   confirmation   in   the   spring.   
  

Theology   IV      1   Credit   
This   course   provides   an   overview   of   Catholic   
Church   history   from   Pentecost   and   the   time   of   the   
apostles   to   the   present   day.   Emphasis   will   be   placed   
on   the   development   of   doctrine   and   on   the   people   
who   make   up   the   Church   from   popes   and   laity   to   
saints   and   sinners.   We   will   also   examine   specific   
ecumenical   and   interfaith   issues.   We   will   examine   
the   causes   for   the   divisions   within   Christianity   
(Orthodoxy   and   Protestantism)   and   the   Church’s   
relations   with   other   religions,   especially   Judaism   and   
Islam.   This   will   also   feature   an   examination   of   the   
beliefs   of   each   of   these   groups.     

  
  
  
  
  
  
  



English   Language   Arts   
4   credits   required   

  
  

English   9       1   Credit   
Honors   Credit   Available   
Freshman   English   is   a   comprehensive   English   
course   of   literature,   composition,   and   language,   
including   listening   and   speaking.   The   study   of   
literature   includes   reading   and   comprehending   a   
wide   variety   of   literary   forms   including   short   stories,   
nonfiction,   poetry,   drama,   novels,   and   spoken   and   
visual   texts.   The   course   offers   supportive   reading   
strategies   for   a   variety   of   purposes.   This   course   also   
focuses   on   the   writing   process   through   response   to   
literature,   creative   writing,   and   connections   to   
real-life   situations   and   problem-solving.   In   addition,   
the   course   will   teach   grammatical   concepts   and   
applications.   Students   will   review   punctuation,   
capitalization,   spelling,   and   usage   as   well   as   work   on   
logical   thinking   and   various   modes   of   composition,   
including   the   research   paper.   Listening   and   speaking   
skills   are   also   developed   throughout   the   course.   
  

English   10       1   Credit   
Honors   Credit   Available   
Sophomore   English   is   a   comprehensive   English   
course   of   literature,   composition,   and   language,   
including   listening   and   speaking.   The   study   of   
literature   includes   reading   and   comprehending   a   
wide   variety   of   literary   forms   including   short   stories,   
nonfiction,   poetry,   drama,   novels,   and   spoken   and   
visual   texts.   The   course   offers   supportive   reading   
strategies   for   a   variety   of   purposes.   This   course   also   
focuses   on   the   writing   process   through   response   to   
literature,   creative   writing,   and   connections   to   
real-life   situations   and   problem-solving.   In   addition,   
the   course   will   teach   grammatical   concepts   and   
applications.   Students   will   review   punctuation,   
capitalization,   spelling,   and   usage   as   well   as   work   on   
logical   thinking   and   various   modes   of   composition,   
including   the   research   paper.   Listening   and   speaking   
skills   are   also   developed   throughout   the   course.   
  

English   11       1   Credit   
Honors   Credit   Available   
Junior   English   explores   the   genesis   of   American   
Literature   from   its   inception/creation   through   its   
parallel   development   along   with   the   society   it   
shaped.   Students   develop   critical   reading   and   writing   
skills   while   exploring   diverse   and   significant   
authors,   texts,   and   genres.   Engaged   reading,   active   
discussion,   collaborative   learning,   and   analytical   
writing   assignments   are   the   foundation   of   the   course.   
Significant   time   is   devoted   to   learning   vocabulary,   
combining   the   instruction   of   grammar   with   the   
instruction   of   writing,   and   improving   expository   
writing   through   peer   revision   and   writing   
workshops.   
  

English   12       1   Credit   
Honors   Credit   Available   
Students   develop   critical   reading   and   writing   skills   
while   exploring   diverse   and   significant   authors,   
texts,   and   genres.   Engaged   reading,   active   
discussion,   collaborative   learning,   and   analytical   
writing   assignments   are   the   foundation   of   the   course.   
Significant   time   is   devoted   to   learning   vocabulary,   
combining   the   instruction   of   grammar   with   the   
instruction   of   writing,   and   improving   expository   
writing   through   peer   revision   and   writing   
workshops.   
  

AP     Literature   and   Composition       1   Credit   
Prerequisite:   Teacher   recommendation,   parent   and   
administrative   approval   
The   AP   English   Literature   and   Composition   course   
is   designed   to   engage   students   in   the   careful   reading   
and   critical   analysis   of   various   literary   genres.   
Through   the   close   reading   of   selected   texts,   students   
will   deepen   their   understanding   of   the   ways   writers   
use   language   to   provide   both   meaning   and   pleasure   
for   their   readers.   Students   will   consider   a   work’s   
structure,   style,   and   themes,   as   well   as   such   
smaller-scale   elements   as   the   use   of   figurative   



language,   imagery,   symbolism,   and   tone.   Intensive   
reading   and   writing   are   the   two   key   components   of   
this   course.   The   course   will   culminate   in   the   
completion   of   the   AP   English   examination   in   the   late   
spring.   All   students   enrolled   in   the   course   are   
required   to   take   the   exam.   Successful   performance   
on   this   test   may   qualify   the   student   for   college   credit   
or   advanced   standing   in   college.   Writing   portfolios   
and   a   research   paper   are   required.   Students   will   also   
work   on   their   college   essay   in   the   fall.   
  

AP   Language   and   Composition       1   Credit   
Prerequisite:   Teacher   recommendation,   parent   and   
administrative   approval   
The   AP   Language   course   is   focused   on   the   study   of   
non-fiction   in   all   its   varied   forms—essays,   
narratives,   speeches,   articles,   current   events.   
Non-fiction   is   a   literature   of   fact,   but   it   is   also   a   
literature   of   variety   and   creativity.   The   writing   that   
you   do   will   primarily   emulate   and   analyze   these   
texts.   This   class   is   intended   to   prepare   you   for   the   
AP   exam   next   spring,   where   a   score   of   3   or   higher   
can   provide   you   with   possible   exemption   and/or   
credit   from   all   or   part   of   your   college   freshman   
English   composition   requirements.   However,   and   
more   importantly,   you   are   here   to   become   a   better   
writer,   reader,   speaker,   and   thinker—skills   that   will   
help   you   in   all   areas   of   your   academic   life.   Our   
reading   will   consist   of   a   sampling   from   different   
genres,   styles,   time   periods,   and   cultures,   as   well   as   
selections   from   past   AP   exams.   Note   that   this   class   
is   run   as   a   college-level   course,   and   therefore   some   
of   the   material   we   will   read   and   discuss   will   be   more   
mature   than   what   is   generally   encountered   in   high   
school   textbooks.   
  

Fundamentals   of   Writing    0.5   Credit   
This   course   introduces   students   to   the   kinds   of   
writing   assignments   you   will   encounter   as   college   
students   so   that   you   will   be   able   to   write   academic   
essays   with   confidence   and   skill.   You’ll   do   short   
writing   assignments   that   will   help   you   learn   to   work   
with   the   fundamental   concepts   of   academic   writing   
that   all   students   and   scholars   use:   reading   closely   to   
analyze   texts   and   question   sources;   reasoning   with   

evidence;   organizing   persuasive   and   well-structured   
arguments;   and   communicating   your   ideas   in   clear   
and   effective   prose.   Key   concepts   of   academic   
argument—such   as   thesis,   motive,   evidence,   and   
structure—will   be   introduced   and   reviewed;   you   will   
also   learn   strategies   for   reading   and   analyzing   
complex   texts.   
  

Creative   Writing    0.5   Credit   
Creative   Writing   is   an   intensive   writing   course   in   
which   students   study   and   create   a   variety   of   work:   
poetry   (both   structured   and   free   form),   short   stories,   
memoirs,   dramatic   monologues,   and   written   
collages.   Students   will   develop   and   hone   their   
writing   and   editing   skills,   learn   ways   to   trigger   their   
creativity,   give   and   receive   constructive   criticism,   
and   share   their   work   aloud   in   a   workshop   
environment.     
  

Mythology    0.5   Credit   
Myths   are   humanity’s   earliest   imaginative   attempts   
to   explain   the   universe,   its   creation,   and   its   working.   
The   study   of   mythology   of   a   particular   culture   
reveals   the   way   of   life   and   thought   of   that   culture.   
Since   Western   Civilization   traces   its   roots   back   to   
Greek   Culture,   a   knowledge   of   classical   mythology   
is   essential.   This   class   is   designed   to   make   students   
aware   of   classical   mythology,   what   it   says   about   the   
culture   which   produced   it,   how   it   compares   to   other   
cultures   and   times,   and   how   it   has   influenced   
succeeding   generations   even   today.   
  

Literature   Through   Film   Apprec.     0.5   Credit   
Students   enrolled   in   Film   as   Literature   will   view   and   
analyze   a   variety   of   quintessential   films   that   have   
made   a   lasting   impression   on   America’s   society.   
Students   will   explore   what   literature   and   film   mean   
in   the   context   of   a   multicultural   society,   studying   
canonical   pieces   as   well   as   new   and   rediscovered   
voices.   Students   will   explore   social,   historical,   
economic,   political,   and   artistic   issues.   The   goals   of   
the   course   include:   instilling   in   students   a   passion   for   
writing;   providing   students   with   a   voice   in   society;   
teaching   students   how   to   analyze   films   as   texts   and   



modern   non-fiction;   preparing   students   to   be   active,   
critical   thinkers   in   our   modern   society.   
  

Pop   Culture    0.5   Credit   
This   course   provides   an   overview   of   the   20th   
Century   (pop   culture   specifically)   as   expressed   in   
the   media,   radio,   film,   and   television,   as   well   as   how   
cultural   traditions   reveal   or   distort   the   culture.   In   
addition   to   historical   context   students   will   watch   and   
discuss   films   and   television   programs   and   listen   to   
popular   radio   programs   and   music   of   the   specific   
decade   being   covered.   Students   will   be   able   to   
figuratively   see   and   understand   a   look,   feeling,   or   
era   being   covered.   We   will   also   look   at   language,   
and   examine   how   pop   culture   creates,   reflects,   and   
sometimes   mischaracterizes   peoples   and   cultures.   
  

Journalism    0.5   Credit   
Students   are   introduced   to   the   historical   importance   
of   journalism   in   America.   They   study   the   basic   
principles   of   print   and   online   journalism   as   they  

examine   the   role   of   printed   news   media   in   our   
society.   They   learn   investigative   skills,   responsible   
reporting,   and   journalistic   writing   techniques   as   they   
read,   respond   to,   and   write   their   own   news   and   
feature   articles.   Students   conduct   interviews,   
research,   write,   and   design   their   own   publications.   
  

Public   Speaking      0.5   Credit   
In   your   life,   no   matter   your   occupation,   at   some   
point   you   will   be   asked   to   deliver   a   presentation.   In   
order   for   you   to   be   an   effective   speaker,   your   
communication,   verbal,   nonverbal,   and   written   must   
be   consistent.   Mastering   the   skills   used   in   public   
speaking   will   greatly   enhance   your   chances   of   being  
understood.   An   effective   presentation   includes   good   
content,   organization,   delivery,   audience,   and   
analysis.   These   are   the   tools   that   you   will   be   
evaluated   on   during   the   course.   In   addition,   the   
information   you   will   learn   will   assist   you   in   
becoming   a   more   critical   consumer   of   information.   

  
   



Mathematics   
4   credits   required   

Required   courses:   Algebra   I,   II   and   Geometry   
  
  

Algebra   I         1   Credit   
Honors   Credit   Available   
This   course   introduces   the   student   to   the   
fundamentals   of   Algebra.   Topics   covered   include:   
variables,   polynomials,   algebraic   fractions,   
polynomial   division,   an   introduction   to   functions,   
systems   of   linear   equations,   inequalities   and   
rational/irrational   numbers.   An   overriding   objective   
of   this   course   is   the   increased   mastery   of   problem   
solving   techniques.   
  

Geometry       1   Credit   
Prerequisite:   Algebra   I   
Honors   Credit   Available   
The   goals   of   this   course   are   to   develop   students’   
proficiency   with   geometric   skills   and   to   expand   their   
understanding   of   geometric   concepts.   The   course   
will   cover,   in   logical   sequence,   the   following:   points,   
lines   and   planes,   angles,   perpendicular   lines,   parallel   
lines,   congruent   triangles,   polygons,   similar   
triangles,   right   triangles,   circles,   and   both   area   and   
volume   of   plane   figures.   Throughout   the   course,   the   
concepts   students   learn   will   assist   them   in   
organization   of   their   ideas.   They   will   gradually   be   
led   to   the   concepts   of   geometric   proofs.   
  

Algebra   II       1   Credit   
Prerequisite:   Algebra   I     
Honors   Credit   Available   
This   course   is   an   extension   of   the   topics   covered   in   
Algebra   I.   Topics   covered:   equations   and   
inequalities,   absolute   value,   linear   equations   and   
functions,   linear   systems,   polynomials,   factoring   
with   application,   rational   expressions,   irrational   and   
complex   numbers   and   quadratic   equations,   quadratic   
functions,   graphing   quadratic   equations,   analytic   
geometry,   circles,   parabolas,   ellipses   and   hyperbolas.   
Topics   touched   on   later   in   the   course   include   
analysis   of   functions   and   relations   beginning   with  
linear   functions   and   extending   to   radicals,   quadratic,   

trigonometric,   circular,   and   logarithmic   functions.   
Word   problems   are   incorporated   within   each   topic.   
  

Precalculus         1   Credit   
Prerequisite:   Algebra   II   and   teacher   
recommendation     
The   goals   of   this   course   are   to   extend   upon   the   
concepts   and   topics   of   Algebra   and   Geometry   –   
leading   into   Calculus.   The   topics   covered   are   linear   
functions,   quadratic   equations,   polynomial   
functions,   trigonometric   functions   with   applications,   
sequences   and   series,   probability   and   exponential   
and   logarithmic   functions.   
  

AP   Calculus         1   Credit   
Prerequisite:   Pre-calculus,   teacher   recommendation,   
parent   and   administrative   approval   
The   goals   of   this   course   are   to   acquaint   the   students   
with   the   basic   concepts   in   an   intuitive   yet   intellectual   
way   and   to   illustrate   the   many   applications   of   
Calculus   to   the   biological,   social,   economic   and   
management   sciences.   This   covers   the   derivative   
with   applications,   techniques   of   differentiation,   
exponential   and   natural   logarithm   functions   with   
applications,   the   definite   integral,   and   techniques   of   
integration.   
  

Personal   Finance     0.5   Credit   
The   primary   objective   of   Personal   Finance   is   
enhancing   the   students’   skills   to   master   problem   
solving   techniques.   This   course   will   open   the   
students’   minds   to   the   fundamentals   of   finance.   The   
concepts   studied   include:   financial   responsibility,   
preparing   budgets,   buying/financing   a   home,   
buying/leasing   a   vehicle,   paying   for   college   tuition   
and   expenses,   analyzing   marketable   securities,   
reviewing   retirement   plans,   understanding   business   
management   styles,   and   contracts   law.   
  

    



Probability   and   Statistics       1   Credit   
Prerequisite:   Algebra   II   
In   this   course,   students   will   apply   ideas   of   statistics   
to   real-world   situations   and   gain   the   ability   to   judge   
whether   the   conclusions   drawn   are   accurate.   Topics   
of   study   will   include   basic   data   analysis   (graphical   
displays,   summary   statistics,   and   the   use   of   the   
normal   curve),   curve   fitting,   data   collection,   and   
probability.   
  

Accounting       1   Credit   
Accounting   is   an   integral   component   of   business   
decisions.   This   course   teaches   students   how   to   
prepare   and   analyze   financial   statements,   such   as   
Balance   Sheets,   Income   Statements,   and   Statement   

of   Retained   Earnings.    The   students   learn   the   effect   
these   financial   statements   have   on   business   
decisions,   e.g.   whether   the   business   should   expand,   
timing   of   replacing   equipment,   analyzing   inventory   
turnover,   liquidating   part   of   a   business,   and   
structuring   tax   liabilities.   
  

Introduction   to   Business       1   Credit   
Introduction   to   Business   is   designed   to   expose   the   
interested   student   to   many   functions   of   modern   
business.   Business   environment,   management,   
organization,   corporate   structure,   proprietorship,   
marketing,   finance,   accounting,   human   resources,   
computer   technology,   and   taxes   are   discussed   in   an   
introductory   manner.   

  
   



Science,   Engineering,   and   Technology   
3   credits   required   

Required   courses:   Biology   and   Chemistry   
  
  

Biology       1   Credit   
Honors   Credit   Available   
This   course   focuses   on   topics   including   the   study   of   
cellular   structure;   function   differentiation;   energy   
transfer;   genetics   and   protein   synthesis;   evolution;   
microbiology;   diversity   and   basic   classification   of   
organisms.   This   course   includes   laboratory   studies   to   
help   students   grow   in   their   understanding   of   life   
processes,   biological   cycles,   and   the   biological   
relationship   between   form   and   function.   This   course   
is   based   on   the   Next   Generation   Science   Standards.     
  

Chemistry       1   Credit   
Prerequisite:   Biology     
Honors   Credit   Available   
The   course   covers   the   basic   principles   of   Chemistry,   
which   is   the   study   of   matter,   its   structure,   properties,   
composition,   and   the   changes   that   matter   undergoes.   
We   will   be   discussing   and   doing   activities   related   to   
measurement,   matter,   energy,   atomic   structure,   
electron   configuration,   the   periodic   table,   
stoichiometry,   chemical   bonding,   chemical   formulas   
and   equations,   phases   of   matter,   solutions,   acids,   and   
bases.   This   is   a   laboratory   course   with   hands-on   
activities   so   as   to   help   understand   the   different   
concepts   of   Chemistry.   This   course   is   based   on   the   
Next   Generation   Science   Standards.   
  

AP   Biology       1   Credit   
AP   Biology   is   an   intensive   course   designed   to   be   the   
equivalent   of   an   introductory   biology   course   taken   in   
college.   The   emphasis   is   on   developing   an   
understanding   of   biological   concepts   rather   than   an   
accumulation   of   facts,   honing   your   problem   solving   
and   critical   thinking   skills,   which   are   significant   
parts   of   the   AP   exam.   In   order   to   pass   the   exam,   
students   must   be   highly   motivated   and   driven   to   
excel,   as   the   course   is   challenging,   as   is   the   test   
itself.    The   format   for   this   class   will   be   primarily   
lecture   and   discussion,   with   an   online   self-tutorial   

feature   that   allows   you   to   learn   at   your   own   pace   
with   lots   of   feedback.   We   will   walk   through   lots   of   
practice   exams   to   make   you   comfortable   with   the   
format   and   demands   of   the   AP   exam.   Labs   are  
interactive,   hands   on   activities,   where   you   will   
accumulate   and   analyze   the   data   you   generate.   
  

Anatomy   &   Physiology       1   Credit   
Prerequisite:   Biology   and   Chemistry   
This   course   includes   an   overall   introduction   to   the   
structure   and   function   of   the   human   body   including   
the   levels   of   structural   organization   from   atoms   to   
the   full   organism.    Basic   chemistry   and   cell   theory   
will   be   reviewed.   The   body   tissues,   integumentary   
(skin)   and   skeletal   systems   will   be   studied.   This   
course   includes   the   study   of   the   Muscular   System,   
Nervous   System,   Digestive   System,   Respiratory   
System,   Cardiovascular   System,   and   Endocrine   
System.   
  

Physics       1   Credit   
Prerequisite:   Chemistry   and   Algebra   II   
The   course   covers   the   basic   concepts   of   mechanics,   
motion,   gravitation,   displacement   of   forces   in   one   
and   two   dimensions,   periodic   motion,   sound,   
electricity,   magnetism,   light,   and   nuclear   physics.   
This   is   supported   by   laboratory   exploration,   
competence   in   mathematical   relationships,   and   the   
ability   to   apply   such   relationships   to   scientific  
principles.   This   course   is   based   on   the   Next   
Generation   Science   Standards.   
  

Forensics    0.5   Credit   
Prerequisite:   Biology   and   Chemistry   
This   course   introduces   students   to   the   laboratory   
science   and   scientific   methods   that   accompany   law   
enforcement. The   students   will   perform   various   
hands-on   activities   as   well   as   make   use   of   virtual   
materials   to   learn   more   about   evidence   collection,   



fingerprints,   DNA   analysis,   drug   analysis,   autopsies   
and   other   methods   used   to   solve   crimes.   
  

Intro   to   Engineering    0.5   Credit   
This   semester   course   exposes   the   student   to   the   basic   
math,   science,   and   engineering   principles   of   modern   
technology.   Students   will   learn   how   engineers   
envision,   design,   and   create   the   technology   around   
them   by   using   the   engineering   design   process.   The   
course   will   explore   the   different   types   of   
Engineering   that   is   available,   while   also   offering   
many   extensive   hands-on   projects,   and   designing   
and   creating   projects   using   CAD   programs.   
  

Oceanography    0.5   Credit   
Oceanography   is   the   study   of   the   physical,   chemical,   
biologic,   and   geologic   aspects   of   the   world’s   oceans  

and   their   interactions.   The   origins   of   the   oceans,   
plate   tectonics,   properties   of   seawater,   surface   and   
deep   currents   with   respect   to   the   circulation   of   the   
ocean,   the   ocean’s   effects   on   atmosphere   circulation   
and   wind   patterns,   and   how   El   Nino/La   Nina,   
monsoons/typhoons   and   hurricanes   affect   climate   
and   weather.   It   will   also   include   the   effects   of   tides,   
the   generation   of   waves/tsunamis,   coastal   processes   
and   beach   building,   and   life   in   the   seas,   with   
particular   emphasis   on   the   different   life   zones.   
Human   impacts   will   also   be   considered,   particularly   
with   respect   to   fishing   and   ocean   farming.   The   
course   also   focuses   on   ocean   exploration/history,   
ocean   policies   with   regards   to   fishing,   pollution,   and   
the   environment,   and   why   the   study   of   oceanography   
is   important   to   you.   

  
  

   



Social   Sciences   
3   credits   required   

Required   Courses:   Civics   and   U.S.   History   I   and   II   
  
  

Civics       1   Credit   
Government   and   politics   is   pervasive   in   our   lives.   
Everything   from   decisions   about   war   and   peace,   to   
the   delivery   of   our   mail   involves   government   and   
politics.   Consequently,   it   is   a   commonly   held   belief   
that   one   cannot   be   well   informed   about   life   in   the   
U.S.   or   be   a   fully-functioning   citizen   without   some   
understanding   of   government,   politics   and   current   
events.   Through   the   objectives   of   this   course,   your   
study   and   efforts   in   this   subject   will   give   you   a   broad   
view   of   not   only   how   government   works,   but   how   
politics   can   shape   the   functions   of   government,   and   
how   important   each   individual   is   within   the   scope   of   
our   democracy.   Throughout   the   year   you   will   
analyze   readings   from   many   sources,   have   lively   
discussions,   host   current   hot   topics   in   debates,   and   
listen   to   interesting   guest   speakers.   
  

United   States   History   I       1   Credit   
Prerequisite: Civics   
Honors   Credit   Available   
United   States   History   I   is   a   full-year   course   that   
surveys   the   social,   political,   economic,   and   cultural   
history   of   the   American   people   from   the   Native   
Americans   in   the   1400’s   up   to   WWI   in   the   20th   
century.   Topics   will   include   Native   American   
Civilizations;   Early   Colonial   Settlers   and   the   
Colonial   Period;   Creating   the   American   Republic   
and   the   Constitution;   The   New   Republic;   
Nationalism   and   Sectionalism;   Religion   and   Reform;   
Manifest   Destiny;   Civil   War   and   Reconstruction;   
Industrialization   and   Immigration;   Issues   of   the   
Gilded   Age;   The   Progressive   Era;   and   the   U.S.   as   an   
Emerging   Power   at   the   end   of   the   19th   century.     
  

United   States   History   II       1   Credit   
Prerequisite:   United   States   History   I   
Honors   Credit   Available   
United   States   History   II   is   an   analytical,   historical   
portrayal   of   American   life   in   the   20th   Century.   We   

will   begin   with   World   War   I   and   examine   the   causes,   
consequences,   and   impact   the   “war   to   end   all   wars”   
had   on   the   U.S.   We   will   explore   the   turbulent,   but   
exciting   decade   of   the   Twenties;   the   Great   
Depression;   FDR   and   the   New   Deal;   the   world   prior   
to   World   War   II   and   the   global   impact   of   WWII   
from   1941-1945.   We   will   study   the   post-WWII   era   
and   the   social,   economic,   and   political   impact   of   the   
American   involvement;   the   Cold   War;   
McCarthyism:   the   Civil   Rights   Movement;   Society   
in   the   1950’s;   the   Kennedy   and   Johnson   
Presidencies;   the   Vietnam   War;   the   turbulent   60’s;   
the   Nixon   presidency   and   the   Watergate   Scandal;   the   
economic   and   social   events   of   the   70’s;   the   Reagan   
decade;   the   Gulf   War;   the   Clinton   Administration;   
and   the   beginning   of   the   21st   century.   We   will   also   
follow   local,   regional,   national,   and   global   events   so   
that   students   will   have   the   chance   to   see   firsthand   
how   past   historical   concepts   correlate   to   the   present.   
  

AP     United   States   History       1   Credit   
Prerequisite:   United   States   History   I,   Teacher   
recommendation,   parent   and   administrative   
approval   
Advanced   Placement   United   States   History   is   a   
full-year   college   level   course   that   will   take   an   
analytical,   thematic   approach   to   the   study   of   the   
social,   political,   and   economic   developments   of   
pre-colonization   America   to   the   present   day.   This   
course   will   witness   America’s   early   struggles,   
triumphs,   tragedies,   and   failures   as   the   nation   
transitioned   from   a   landmass   home   to   Native   
American   tribes   and   competing   European   colonists,   
to   a   major   global   superpower   and   beacon   of   
republicanism   and   freedom.   The   new   version   of   this   
course   will   tell   the   story   of   America   in   6   parts:   
Founding   the   New   Nation;   Building   the   New   
Nation;   Testing   the   New   Nation;   Forging   an   
Industrial   Society;   Struggle   for   Justice   at   Home   and   
Abroad;   and   Making   Modern   America.   We   will   



devote   some   class   time   in   monitoring   current   events   
as   students   will   have   the   chance   to   see   firsthand   how   
past   historical   concepts   correlate   with   the   present.   
We   will   also   examine   the   Constitution,   the   Bill   of   
Rights,   and   landmark   Supreme   Court   cases   that   
changed   the   course   of   our   U.S.   history.   
  

Fundamentals   of   Law       1   Credit   
Fundamentals   of   Law   introduces   students   to   
practical,   personal,   and   everyday   law.    The   course   
will   examine   the   United   States   Constitution   and   
prepare   students   to   recognize   and   understand   how   its   
laws   operate   at   the   federal,   state   and   local   levels.   
The   course   provides   students   with   a   working   
knowledge   of   the   law,   helps   them   avoid   legal   
problems,   and   how   to   handle   problems   if   they   do   
occur.   Topics   include   the   Bill   of   Rights,   juvenile   
justice,   crimes,   sentencing,   trials,   and   working   with   
a   lawyer.   
  

Psychology    0.5   Credit   
Psychology   is   an   introductory   course   in   which   
students   will   examine   many   broad   topics   that   
surround   the   study   of   the   science   of   Psychology.   
Psychology   is   the   study   of   human   behavior   and   
mental   processes.   It   will   examine   what   we   do,   think   
and   say,   and   then   attempt   to   understand   why!   The   
study   of   Psychology   is   the   fascinating   study   of   
human   nature   and   one   can   expect   to   learn   a   few   
things   about   themselves   along   the   way   as   we   
progress   in   this   course.   We   will   begin   with   a   look   at   
the   origins   of   Psychology   as   a   science   and   the   
people   who   have   made   and   are   continuing   to   make   
significant   contributions   to   the   field.   We   will   
continue   by   examining   the   various   perspectives   in   
Psychology,   both   historical   and   modern.   We   will   
look   at   the   various   professions   available   to   those   
who   are   considering   a   career   in   Psychology.   We   will   
then   survey   the   various   topics   important   in   

Psychology   such   as   how   humans   develop   a   
personality,   make   memories,   show   emotion,   become   
motivated,   the   brain   structures   and   their   functions,   
how   stress   affects   us,   childhood   and   adolescent   
development,   what   consciousness   is,   and   more!     
  

History   through   Non-Fiction   Novel      0.5   Credit   
A   History   of   the   United   States   through   the   
nonfiction   novel   is   a   course   designed   to   provide   a   
more   in-depth   view   of   United   States   History   through   
the   popular   and   classic   non-fiction   novels.   It   spans   
from   the   formation   of   the   American   colonies   to   the   
beginning   of   the   21st   century.   It   is   a   conceptual   
framework   within   a   chronological   framework,   
introducing   the   students   to   the   individual   and   
cultural   diversity   that   is   unique   to   the   United   States.   
Students   will   be   provided   with   an   understanding   of   
the   ideals   and   the   philosophies   upon   which   the   
government   of   the   United   States   was   established;   
understand   the   evolution   of   the   United   States   into   a   
powerful   and   resourceful   nation;   watch   the   citizens   
and   the   systems   of   government   interact   to   become  
“the   more   perfect   nation,”   and   to   understand   the   
growth   of   our   nation   through   the   eyes   of   the   
individuals   who   were   witness   to   the   events   and   
happenings   of   our   collective   historical   past.   Students   
will   understand   that   through   the   study   of   history   
through   the   nonfiction   novel,   our   nation   is   not   bound   
together   by   a   common   race,   ethnicity,   religion   or   
social   class,   but   by   the   binding   heritage   of   our   
democratic   vision   of   liberty,   equality,   and   justice.   
Students   will   develop   a   sense   of   historical   identity   
through   the   fascinating   stories   of   the   hardships,   
triumphs,   heroes   and   villains   from   our   American   
history.   Students   will   become   analytical,   critical   
thinkers   who   are   able   to   connect   historical   events   
with   today’s   complex   societal,   political   and   human   
issues   and   become   better   citizen-leaders.   

  
  

   



World   Language   
2   credits   required   in   the   same   language   w/3   recommended   

  
  

Oral   language   courses   at   St.   Mary’s   High   School   follow   the   proficiency   model   of   language   instruction   reflected   in   
the   Massachusetts   State   Curriculum   Frameworks   and   the   National   Standards   for   Education.   Students   are   
presented   with   both   grammar   and   vocabulary   in   context   and   are   encouraged   to   express   themselves   in   the   target   
language   independent   of   a   text   as   soon   as   possible.   Awareness   of   cultural   differences   and   similarities   is   also   
essential   to   a   complete   language   education.   Interdisciplinary   themes   allow   students   to   use   the   language   they   
acquire   to   learn   about   their   world   in   general.   They   also   demonstrate   a   more   authentic   use   for   the   language   as   a   
means   of   communicating   important   information.   Teachers   use   multi-sensory   methods   such   as   computers,   video,   
music,   drama,   food   and   games   to   make   the   material   both   meaningful   and   interesting   for   the   students.   
  

The   student   is   offered   a   four-year   sequence   in   French   including   an   examination   of   modern   French   literature.   For   
the   student   interested   in   Spanish,   a   four-year   sequence   is   also   available,   including   an   introduction   to   Spanish   
literature.   Additionally,   Latin   1-4   provides   a   glance   into   the   ancient   world   and   the   thought   processes   of   classical   
writers.   
  

Following   the   school   model   of   integration   of   Catholic   faith   and   social   teaching,   where   possible   and   indicated   in   
the   curriculum,   the   current   and   past   status   of   the   Church   is   examined,   in   addition   to   the   celebration   of   Catholic   
feasts   and   saints.   
  

Spanish   I         1   Credit   
Spanish   I   is   a   continuation   of   the   basics   of   the   
language   including   a   review   of   all   the   basics   learned   
from   Pre-Spanish   I   to   a   deeper   understanding   into   
the   present   tense   with   all   of   the   irregular   verbs   and   
several,   fairly   exhaustive   lists   to   build   their   
vocabulary   for   Spanish   II.   This   class   is   very   
interactive   and   focuses   on   comprehension   and   
spoken   aspects   of   the   language.     
  

Spanish   II         1   Credit   
Spanish   II   takes   the   present   tense   and   delves   into   the   
present   subjunctive,   commands   and   an   introduction   
to   the   basic   past   tense,   known   as   the   “Preterite.”   
Similarly,   Spanish   II   students   receive   several   lists   of   
vocabulary,   even   more   advanced   and   exhaustive   of   
many   subject   matters.   This   class   emphasizes   the   
comprehension,   spoken   and   the   beginning   stages   of   
reading   and   writing   through   Spanish   Readers.     
  

Spanish   III         1   Credit   
Spanish   III   completes   all   grammar   tenses   ranging   
from   the   present,   past,   subjunctive,   commands   to   the   

compound   tenses,   future   and   conditional.   By   this   
point,   the   students   should   have   an   expertise   on   the   
basic   vocabulary   of   a   plethora   of   subjects,   therefore,   
we   expand   into   “Connector   Words,”   such   as   
“therefore,   meanwhile,   from   time   to   time   etc.”   This   
class   is   conducted   strictly   in   Spanish;   it’s   expected   
that   the   students   will   put   forth   their   best   effort   to   
speak   the   target   language!     
  

Spanish   IV   Honors       1   Credit   
Prerequisite:   teacher   recommendation   
Spanish   IV   is   an   immersion   class,   that’s   to   say,   there   
is   NO   English   allowed   by   the   teacher   or   the   student   
at   any   time,   barring   an   emergency!   This   course   will   
be   set   up   in   a   “Roundtable”   style   classroom,   
conducive   to   personal   learning   with   the   chairs   in   a   
circle.   We   will   discuss   the   issues   of   the   day,   and   
students   will   complete   research   projects   to   present   to   
the   class.   We   will   endeavor   to   connect   with   the   
Hispanic   Community   to   hone   our   skills   with   native   
speakers   and   learn   more   about   their   culture.     
  

    



Latin   I       1   Credit   
In   Latin   I   the   goals   are   to   introduce   the   Roman   
world   and   its   influence   around   the   1st   century   A.D.   
Students   will   study   the   four   conjugations   of   verbs,   
the   five   declensions   of   nouns   and   vocabulary   that   is   
necessary   to   express   and   describe   daily   life   in   Latin.   
In   addition,   the   culture   of   ancient   Rome   will   be   
studied   and   elements   of   mythology   such   as   the   
pantheon   of   gods   and   goddesses.   Students   will   
examine   how   St.   Paul   used   the   infrastructure   of   the   
Roman   world   to   evangelize   the   Gospels   and   
Christianity.   
  

Latin   II       1   Credit   
In   Latin   II   the   goals   are   to   build   on   the   Roman   world   
and   its   influence   around   the   1st   century   A.D.   
Students   will   study   more   advanced   grammar,   
including   all   the   tenses   in   the   indicative   mood.   With   
respect   to   declensions,   students   will   study   the   
genitive,   dative   and   ablative   cases   and   their   uses   
with   prepositions   or   other   uses.   Students   will   review   
the   four   conjugations   of   verbs,   the   five   declensions   
of   nouns   and   vocabulary   that   is   necessary   to   begin   
reading   adapted,   but   real   authors,   from   Rome   and   its   
possessions.   When   possible,   students   will   read   Jason   
and   the   Argonauts.   The   study   of   mythology   will   
continue   as   will   the   struggles   of   the   early   Church   in   
Rome.   
  

Latin   III       1   Credit   
In   Latin   III   the   goals   are   to   review   the   grammar   from   
Latin   I   and   II   and   introduce   the   subjunctive   mood   in   
Latin.   At   this   level,   all   grammar   content   should   have   
been   taught   and   reviewed   and   the   student   will   focus   
on   reading   authentic   Latin.   Students   will   read   
excerpts   from   Catullus,   Cicero,   Horace   and   Julius   
Caesar.   When   possible   and   appropriate,   excerpts   
from   the   Bible   in   Latin   will   be   read.   Finally,   
mythology   will   be   reviewed   in   preparation   for   
reading   Julius   Caesar’s   commentary   on   the   Gallic   
Wars   as   well   as   the   Aeneid   in   Latin   IV.   
  

Latin   IV   Honors       1   Credit   
Prerequisite:   teacher   recommendation   

In   Latin   IV,   the   goals   are   to   read   authentic   Latin   in   
its   original   form.   Students   will   review   all   of   Latin   
grammar   and   begin   the   study   of   specific   vocabulary   
for   the   readings   presented   this   year.   Students   will   
begin   with   excerpts   from   Roman   authors   and   then   
begin   to   read   the   Aeneid   and   Caesar’s   commentary   
on   the   Gallic   Wars.   At   the   end   of   the   course,   the   
student   should   have   a   good   understanding   of   Rome   
and   Rome’s   view   of   itself   as   a   superpower   in   the   1st   
century.   
  

French   I       1   Credit   
The   goal   of   French   I   is   to   acquire   the   structure   of   the   
language,   the   major   objective   being   communicative   
competence.   A   wide   range   of   exercises   and   activities   
will   present   vocabulary,   grammar,   and   culture   in   a   
logical   progression.   
  

French   II       1   Credit   
The   second   year   of   French   continues   the   major   
objective   of   communicative   competence   in   the   
language.   Students   learn   more   complex   language   
structures   and   how   to   respond   in   a   natural   
communicative   or   conversational   sequence   in   
French.   The   aim   of   the   second   year   is   towards   
proficiency   and   mastery   of   the   language.  
  

French   III         1   Credit   
In   French   III   the   emphasis   is   on   student   
communicative   ability   and   fluency.    More   advanced   
vocabulary   and   grammar   structures   are   introduced.   
Short   stories   and   excerpts   from   literature   are   read.   
The   course   also   examines   cultural   and   historical   
aspects   of   the   French-speaking   world.   Advanced   
writing   projects   are   given.   
  

French   IV   Honors       1   Credit   
Prerequisite:   teacher   recommendation   
In   French   IV   the   aim   is   fluency   and   advanced   
comprehension.   The   student   begins   a   complete   
review   of   the   grammar   and   more   vocabulary   is   
learned.   Short   stories   and   the   French   novel   Le   Petit   
Prince   are   read.   Advanced   writing   is   expected.   The   
emphasis   is   on   mastery   in   reading,   writing,   speaking,   
and   listening   in   the   French   language.   



Fine   &   Performing   Arts   
1   credit   required   

    
  

Music   &   Drama         1   Credit   
This   course   will   introduce   students   to   the   art   and   
history   of   music   and   drama.   Through   
demonstrations,   study,   and   performance,   students  
will   gain   an   appreciation   for   these   art   forms.   
Students   will   be   expected   to   gain   a   basic   
understanding   of   the   fundamentals   of   music   
reading/writing,   the   history   of   Western   music,   
acting,   directing,   and   current   events   in   these   fields.   
A   survey   of   plays   from   the   early   20th   century   
through   the   present   day   will   be   read.   A   
representative   sample   of   musicals   and   composers   
will   be   examined   throughout   the   year.   The   practical   
aspects   of   music   and   drama   will   be   emphasized,   
including   involvement   in   the   school   drama   
performances.     
  

Art   Fundamentals     0.5   Credit   
Drawing   is   the   foundation   all   art   programs   are   built   
upon.   It   is   important   to   understand   the   process   and   
how   it   relates   to   all   aspects   of   creation   and   idea   
generation.   Learn   the   basics   of   drawing,   suitable   for   
those   with   no   art   experience!   Be   able   to   create   your   
own   ideas   for   a   drawing   and   make   a   piece   of   art   that   
is   truly   original.   Emphasis   on   how   to   draw   from   life,   
evaluate   your   model   and   get   the   results   you   want.   
Use   of   photos   for   accurate   reference   for   drawing   not   
just   copying   things.   Different   media   is   employed   as   
part   of   this   introduction   course:   graphite   pencils,   
pastels,   charcoal,   colored   pencil,   markers.   
Introduction   to   painting   materials,   color   theory   and   
basic   clay   handling   is   presented   so   the   student   can   
make   a   decision   as   to   what   concentration   they   wish   
to   pursue   in   future   art   courses.   
  

Drawing   I     0.5   Credit   
Develop   more   sophisticated   drawing   skills   through   
use   of   new   media   and   design   concepts.   Introduction   
to   better   design   and   composition   not   just   drawing   
skills.   Use   of   line,   texture,   shading,   gesture,   and   
composition   is   emphasized.   Students   create   more   

work   based   on   their   own   ideas   and   original   concepts   
instead   of   teacher-selected   subjects   or   photographs.   
Balance   of   class   projects   (teacher-directed)   versus   
student   choice   projects.   Students   must   be   able   to   
work   independently.   
  

Drawing   II     0.5   Credit   
A   continuing   course   in   the   discipline   of   drawing.   In   
Drawing   II,   emphasis   is   placed   on   composition   and   
design,   original   compositional   ideas/techniques,   and   
evidence   of   risk-taking   in   the   planning   and   
execution   of   the   work.   Class   projects   as   assigned   
relating   to   technical   skills   and   development   of   
individual   style   and   expression.   Students   must   be   
able   to   work   independently.   
  

Drawing   III     0.5   Credit   
Continuation   in   development   of   drawing   skills   and   
creative   problem   solving.   Original   concepts   are   
emphasized   along   with   class   projects   for   specific   
challenges   in   the   drawing   discipline.   Students   are   
encouraged   to   plan   and   execute   original   
compositions   of   their   own   invention.   
Experimentation   with   new   media   and   evidence   of   
risk-taking   in   the   problem   solving   aspect   of   their   
original   compositions.   
  

Drawing   IV     0.5   Credit   
Continuation   of   development   of    drawing   skills   and   
creative   problem   solving.   Students   at   this   level   
should   be   capable   of   mature   development   of   their   
ideas.     
  

Painting   I     0.5   Credit   
Learn   to   handle   technical   aspects   of   painting   and   
how   colors   truly   work.   Produce   one   original   abstract   
painting   designed   and   executed   in   acrylic   paints   
using   knowledge   of   color   theory   and   its   applications.   
Create   your   own   compositions   based   on   subjects   
from   life   and   how   to   use   photographic   reference   
material   for   best   results.   Work   on   new   surfaces   such   



as   stretched   canvas,   canvas   board,   watercolor   papers   
and   heavy   paper.   Painting   media:   acrylics,   
watercolors.   
  

Painting   II     0.5   Credit   
Develop   your   painting   technique   and   use   skills   to   
create   original   compositions.   Emphasis   is   on   original   
concepts   and   development   of   style.   Some   study   of   
art   history   and   influences   on   art   technique/   
communication.   Oil   paint   is   offered   at   this   level.   
Students   may   pursue   their   favorite   medium   in   the   
creation   of   their   projects.   Some   writing   on   the   
subject   is   required   along   with   assigned   videos   or   
reading.   Must   be   able   to   work   independently.   
  

Painting   III     0.5   Credit   
Continue   developing   your   painting   technique   and   
use   your   skills   to   create   original   compositions.   
Emphasis   is   on   original   concepts   and   development   
of   style.   Experimentation   with   new   materials   and   
approach   is   encouraged.   Students   will   develop   a   
sense   of   their   identity   as   an   artist   and   will   be   able   to   
do   self-critiques   along   with   critiques   of   other   
student’s   works.   Some   study   of   art   history   and   
influences   on   art   technique/communication.   Reading   
and   writing   on   the   subject   is   required   as   well   as   
viewing   videos   as   assigned.   Students   may   pursue   
their   favorite   medium   in   the   creation   of   their   
projects.   Development   of   a   portfolio   for   exhibit   at   
the   end   of   the   year.   Must   be   able   to   work   
independently.   
  

Painting   IV     0.5   Credit   
Continue   developing   your   painting   technique   and   
use   your   skills   to   create   original   compositions.   
Emphasis   is   on   original   concepts   and   development   
of   style.   Experimentation   with   new   materials   and   
approach   is   encouraged.   Students   will   develop   a   
sense   of   their   identity   as   an   artist   and   will   be   able   to   
do   self-critiques   along   with   critiques   of   other   
student’s   works.   Some   study   of   art   history   and   
influences   on   art   technique/communication.   Reading   
and   writing   on   the   subject   is   required   as   well   as   
viewing   videos   as   assigned.   Students   may   pursue   
their   favorite   medium   in   the   creation   of   their   

projects.   Development   of   a   portfolio   for   exhibit   at   
the   end   of   the   year.   Must   be   able   to   work   
independently.   
  

Clay   Forms   I     0.5   Credit   
Create   projects   such   as   a   plaque,   simple   boxes   and   
containers   to   familiarize   yourself   with   the   basic   
characteristics   of   ceramic   applications   of   clay.   Basic   
wedging   technique,   pinch   building,   coil   and   slab   
construction   are   taught   to   gain   confidence   on   how   to   
handle   this   fun   and   fascinating   medium.   Use   a   wide   
variety   of   tools   in   the   process.   Understand   firing   
procedure   for   the   kiln,   use   of   glazing   to   add   color   to   
claywork   ready   for   the   kiln.   Use   of   drawing   skills   in   
their   sketchbook   to   illustrate   future   designs   and   
ideas   to   be   developed.   
  

Clay   Forms   II     0.5   Credit   
Further   investigate   ceramics   designing   more   
sophisticated   structures   and   use   of   more   difficult   
materials.   Emphasis   is   on   technical   understanding   
and   individual   style.   Must   be   able   to   utilize   their   
sketchbook   for   development   of   future   concepts   and   
designs   for   their   original   work.   Use   of   high   fire/low   
fire   clay,   high   fire/low   fire   glazes.   Better   
understanding   through   reading   and   writing   about   the   
firing   process   and   use   of   materials.   Pottery   wheel   
available   for   those   interested.   
  

Clay   Forms   III     0.5   Credit   
Investigation   into   unique   original   hand-built   
sculpture   or   further   work   on   the   pottery   wheel.   
Through   use   of   more   sophisticated   structures   and   
materials,   develop   your   own   original   style.   
Experimentation   with   glazes/clay   encouraged.   The   
student   works   independently   on   their   design   project   
and   has   a   good   understanding   of   personal   working   
procedure.    Emphasis   on   technical   understanding   
and   use   of   the   kiln   in   development   of   individual   
style.   Use   of   high   fire/low   fire   clay,   high   fire/low   
fire   glazes.   Pottery   wheel   available   for   those   
interested.   
  

    



Clay   Forms   IV     0.5   Credit   
Continue   to   refine   your   own   style   whether   hand   built   
or   pottery   wheel.   Experimentation   into   unique   uses   
of   glazes   and   clay   bodies.    Use   of   high   fire/low   fire   
clay,   high   fire/low   fire   glazes.   Better   understanding   
of   the   use   of   the   kiln   and   types   of   clays/glazes.   
Pottery   wheel   available   for   those   interested.   
  

Art   Tutorial     0.5   Credit   
This   is   a   self-guided   course   for   the   student   artist   
developing   their   portfolio   for   college   or   just   
mastering   their   chosen   media.   Students   are   required   

to   develop   original   concepts   for   their   projects.   These   
projects   must   show   growth,   sophistication   of   
concept,   and   originality   of   ideas   developed   over   time   
in   lower   level   courses.   The   student   who   takes   this   
course   needs   to   show   some   mastery   of   technique   in   
their   chosen   medium.   Reading,   writing   and   video   
assignments   will   enhance   their   course   of   study.   Keep   
in   mind   requirements   for   specific   portfolios   for   
certain   colleges   if   attending   such.   Teacher   available   
for   critique   sessions   and   guidance.   End   of   year   
exhibit   of   selected   works   completed.  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  


